THE    LAST    DAYS    OF   MADRID

On the 4th of March, one day before the coup
Sefior de los Rios, Spanish Ambassador in the United
States, sent the following dispatch to Indalecio Prieto, who
was then in Mexico:

"Mr. Sherover offers ten per cent of the price of the
twenty-two Bellenca machines with fittings. This
offer has not been accepted since our orders are to sell
them at fifty per cent of their value. Request you to
arrange for their sale in Mexico."

That is to say that Dr. Negrin was keeping up his cry of
resistance but at the same time ordering the sale of
aircraft already acquired, in spite of the fact that we
needed this aircraft to continue fighting. This cannot be
justified on any grounds.

In spite of the fact that there was an abundance of
proofs and arguments to show that it was necessary to
make peace at once, I should like to destroy the charge
which the Communists have made against me on this
point. Evidently there were only two things to do: stop
the fight, or go on with it. We will examine the ad-
vantage and disadvantages of both of these.

If peace were negotiated with greater or less success, it is
clear that we should have been saved the horrors of great
enemy offensives which would have cost many deaths
among the civil population and among the army units.
It is certain that there would be none of the acts of blood-
shed which would result from the demoralisation of an
army of 800,000 in retreat, and the enemy would have no
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